
Lieutenant Colonel Michael Sampognaro,
known to the men and women of the 129th
Rescue Wing as “Colonel Sam,” reached the
military age limit of 60 and was forced to retire in
2002. Even after 33 years of service to the Air
National Guard, he wasn’t ready to quit.
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Ever creative, Lieutenant Colonel Sampognaro
found an outlet for his dedication to the Air
Guard. He created an opportunity to remain a
productive and contributing member to the 129th
Rescue Wing’s mission.

In February, Lieutenant Colonel Sampognaro
became the first Air Guard member sworn into
the California State Military Reserve’s new Air
Support Unit. Until now, this all-volunteer
organization supported only the Army National
Guard.  It is composed of prior service personnel,

retired military personnel, and individuals who
have never served in the Armed Forces.

The State Military Reserve is part of the Total
Force of California’s military authorized by the
State Constitution.  These forces include both the
California Army and Air National Guard, the

California Naval Militia, and the State
Military Reserve.

State Military Reserve soldiers are
non-federalized National Guard
members, but are members of the
Military Department of California,
reporting to the State Adjutant General
and the Governor. This means the
soldiers share the same state mission as
their  Guard counterparts, but not the
federal mission. State Military Reserve
personnel cannot be deployed overseas.

“Having state military reserve
members participate in activities at the
129th Rescue Wing, and statewide, will
help fill the void left behind when
experienced and highly skilled
traditional Guardsmen retire,” said
Sampognaro.

State Military Reserve members are
required to devote 100 hours a year, or
at least one day per month, doing their
job. Lieutenant Colonel Sampognaro
finds himself dedicating three-to-five
days a month to his former position as

Wing Chief of Staff for the 129th Rescue Wing.
He has even begun recruiting both officer and
enlisted members for the  State Military Reserve

The new State Military Reserve Air Support
Unit Commander said he decided to pursue
joining the State Military Reserve  because of his
“commitment to Colonel Williams,” the current
129th Rescue Wing Commander.  Lieutenant
Colonel Sampognaro’s devotion to the 129th
Rescue Wing proves that dedication to unit and
mission does not have to end at a prescribed age.
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